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(Abstract)

The life of Obong(¥8£) Shin Ji—je(EB8Z1#) and diverse
aspects of feeling heavy in the poem*

Kim, Gi-yeop

Obong(t5%) Shin Jije(HZ 1, 1562-1624) was a writer who experienced
the horrors of war in the middle of the Joseon Dynasty and left many
Chinese poems while serving as a local government official. His life can
be divided into four periods of ‘studying that includes from his birth to
passing the civil service examination, ‘authorizing war that he went
through two wars of Imjin(F/£) and Jeongyu(] P%) while serving as a
home occupation and outside occupation, ‘working as a Changwon(&J#)
magistrate that he served as a magistrate in Changwon, and retirement’
that he went back to his hometown after retiring based on his Obongjip (f%
%) which was edited according to his chronology, life and periods.

During his tenure as a prefect in Yean, he went through Japanese
Invasion of Korea in 1592 and raised up forces. During the second
Japanese Invasion of Korea, he worked as a military officer to handle the
war and shuttled in a hurry between the central and provincial regions.
Since then, he has not been able to return to home occupation serving
as a magistrate in Changwon until he went back his hometown. Shin
Ji-je, who had to move around the country following a time of chaos,
revealed a lot of anger and loneliness in his work of ‘working as a
magistrate in Changwon’, whose poems were published in Obongjip under

* This work was supported by the BK21 Plus project of The Society for the
Development of Future Scholars of Korean Language and Literature at Korea
University.

##% Doctor's course completion, Major in Classical Chinese, Department of
Korean Language and Literature, Korea University
/ E-mail : sinchay@hanmail.net
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the name of Hoesanjapyeong(fgILI5##k), and take up the largest part of
the poems in the literary.

In Hoesanjapyeong, which shows a writer who spends time in the
provinces, agonizing and resigning despite his talent, and this melancholy
had become the main object of poetry left by him until he retired and went
back to his hometown. Through the poem, Shin Ji-je assuaged his anger
about slander and denunciation over him during his hopeless life in the
back of beyond, and represented the reality and his deprived circumstances
of the time when he wasn't able to realize his political ideal by likening
himself to Qu Yuan(JE/it) who was politically alienated and Wang Zhaojun
(FHEE) who was expelled.

The melancholy works of Hoesanjapyeong show feeling heavy of Shin
Ji-je and irrational reality corresponding to his poetry, and the way in
which he expressed his feeling heavy was not confined to his personal
sphere. After the war, he felt responsible for impoverished people as a
bureaucrat and sneered at himself being skeptical about his helplessness
in the face of the inevitable reality. He also lamented the society that
commanders only thought of his own safety during the Japanese invasion
of Korea in the past by satirized it with his poems.

Key words : Obong(t%%), Shin Ji-Je(HZ1%$), life, Chinese poem, Underprivileged,
Japanese Invasion of Korea in 1592
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